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Jeralyn Keller Takes the Helm
by Randi Covin
The retreat was ably facilitated by Past President,
Clay Seaman. Five other past presidents also
attended, in addition to almost all of CADC's current
directors. Acting Past President Meredith Fahn did a
terrific job organizing the retreat, for which we were
all very appreciative.
It had been several years since our last board
retreat and there was plenty to talk about, including
Proposition 66, CADC leadership development, and
the steeply rising cost of hotel conferences.

Last month, CADC Directors met in Reno for a
quarterly board meeting and a day-and-a-half retreat.
President Jeralyn Keller seemed to take her new role
in stride - not too surprising given her stellar prior
service as CADC's Treasurer and her long tenure on
the board. It was a well-run and productive board
meeting.

SAVE THE DATE!
Don’t miss CADC’s 25th Annual
Conference and Seminar at the
SFO Bayfront Hilton
March 23 and 24, 2018

Luckily for CADC, new Directors Patricia Lai (San
Jose) and Dawn Mortazavi (Irvine), have experience
and expertise in marketing. Patricia and Dawn have
some exciting ideas to help CADC stay in the black
and they have agreed to serve on CADC's new
Marketing Committee.
Our other new directors also bring plenty of
energy and ideas to the board. Miriam Billington
(Santa Monica) is connecting with other CADC
members who handle misdemeanor appeals (or want
to) for mutual support and assistance. Garrick Byers
(Point Richmond) brings a wealth of experience as a
long-time Deputy Public Defender, a CPDA leader,
and a legendary "Statute Decoder."
continued on Page 2
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Jeralyn Keller takes the Helm continued:
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In addition to our exciting new board members,
CADC is very lucky to have a strong cadre of
experienced, continuing directors as well as past
presidents, providing a strong foundation. Please
consider joining us in running our very important
organization. Do you have a skill or idea you think
CADC can use? Are you interested in serving on a
committee? Let us know! Stay tuned for more reports.
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Misdemeanor Appeals
Region 2 CADC
Director Miriam
Billington handles
appointed
misdemeanor
appeals in
addition to the
appointed felony
appeals managed
by the appellate
projects. Miriam
would like to
connect with
other CADC members who handle misdemeanor
appeals or are interested in learning about
misdemeanor appeals for mutual support. Please
contact Miriam: mimibton@gmail.com.

CalAppNews wants to hear from you!
We welcome submission of letters, photos,
drawings, cartoons, articles, poems,
opinion pieces, announcements, and
interesting transcript excerpts. Please
send submissions to rcovin13@gmail.com.

Page 2

Summer 2017

Boalt Professor Avani Mehta Sood Will Give Keynote Address
offender. In addition, she has written in the areas of
reproductive rights, gender justice, and international
human rights law. Professor Sood’s publications have
appeared (or are forthcoming) in both law reviews
and empirical journals, including the California Law
Review, Georgetown Law Journal, Annual Review of
Law and Social Science, Journal of Experimental
Social Psychology, and Vanderbilt Journal of
Transnational Law, among others. Her research has
been supported by the National Science Foundation,
the Law School Admissions Council, and internal
university grants.
Professor Sood is a graduate of Yale Law School,
where she served as an editor of the Yale Law
Journal and was a member of the Lowenstein
International Human Rights Law Clinic and the New
Haven Legal Assistance Clinic, Family Law Unit. She
also holds a Ph.D. in Psychology from Princeton
University, where she was awarded the Center for
Human Values Graduate Prize Fellowship, the
Fellowship of Woodrow Wilson Scholars, and the
Laurance S. Rockefeller Graduate Prize Fellowship.
Between law school and graduate school, Sood
worked as a litigation associate at Debevoise &
Plimpton LLP, clerked for Judge Kimba Wood in the
United States District Court for the Southern District
of New York, and was awarded the Robert L.
Bernstein Fellowship in International Human Rights,
through which she worked with the Center for
Reproductive Rights’ International Legal Program on
research projects in India and Kenya.

CADC's 2018 Conference Committee is very
happy to announce that Boalt Law Professor Avani
Mehta Sood has accepted our invitation to give the
keynote address at our 2018 conference in
Burlingame.
Professor Sood is a social psychologist and legal
scholar who joined the Berkeley Law faculty in
2013. She teaches Criminal Law, Evidence, and a
Colloquium on Law & Psychology.
Professor Sood applies experimental
methodologies and theories of psychology to study
how people make law and policy judgments, with a
focus on questions relating to punishment, morality,
justice, and legal compliance. One of her primary
areas of research is the covert operation of motivated
cognition (the inadvertent tendency to reason toward
a desired outcome) in legal decision making. She has
studied the effects and implications of this
psychological phenomenon in judgments about
regulating morality through the criminal law and
excluding illegally obtained evidence in criminal
cases. She is also experimentally testing potential
means of curtailing the motivated cognition effect in
legal contexts.
Professor Sood’s other lines of empirical work
include studies on the psychological motives
underlying support for severe interrogation and
experimental investigations of how people calibrate
punishment based on the subjective experience of the

CalAppNews

Professor Sood is an affiliate of UC Berkeley’s
Institute of Personality and Social Research, the
Center for the Study of Law and Society, and the
Jurisprudence and Social Policy Program. She will be
launching the Legal Judgments Lab at Berkeley Law.
Don't miss Professor Sood's exciting
keynote address at CADC's 25th Annual
Conference and Seminar, Friday afternoon,
March 23, 2018!

Other 2018 Conference Highlights:
Candace Hale and Hassan Gorguinpour
on Tips and Tricks!
Cliff Gardner on Oral Argument!

Stay tuned for further developments!
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Hats Off to CADC Superheroes!

By Healther Shallenberger

Congratulations to Reen
Bodo on her published win in
People v. Sanford (2017) 11
Cal.App.5th 84. The Fourth
District, Division One, reversed the
judgment for insufficient evidence
that the defendant necessarily
participated in the robbery merely
because he was in the car when it
was stopped. There was no
evidence linking the defendant to
the commission of the robbery and
other, uncontroverted evidence
indicated that at least one of the
getaway car's occupants had
changed between the time of the
incident and the location of the car
by police. Thus, the guilty verdict
could have been based on speculation.

Congratulations to Gordon
Brownell on his win in People v.
Hopson, No. S228193. The
California Supreme Court reversed
the judgment, holding that
admission of a deceased
codefendant's confession to police
violated the Sixth Amendment
because the out-of-court
statements pinning most of the
blame on the surviving defendant
were admitted for their truth - to
rebut her contrary account of the
crime. The prosecution claim that
the confession was not admitted
for its truth, but only to impeach
the testifying defendant's
credibility, was rejected.

Reen Bodo worked on capital appeals as associate
counsel from 1993 to 2000. After a seven-year hiatus
from practicing law, she began doing non-capital
appeals in 2008. She recently left San Francisco, her
home for 26 years, and now lives in Santa Cruz.
Congratulations to Charles Bonneau on two
published wins. First, in Weeden v. Johnson (9th Cir.
2017) 854 F.3d 1063, the Ninth Circuit found trial
counsel was ineffective when he made the tactical
decision not to seek a psychological evaluation
because, "under Strickland v. Washington, counsel's
investigation must determine trial strategy, not the
other way around." Trial counsel could not reasonably
have concluded that obtaining a psychological
examination would conflict with his trial strategy
without first knowing what such an examination
would reveal.
Second, in People v. Elder (2017) 11 Cal.App.5th
123, the Sixth District found the trial court erred
when it imposed sentencing enhancements under
Vehicle Code section 23558 and Penal Code section
12022.7, subdivision (a), violating the Penal Code
section 654 prohibition against multiple punishment.

To access hyperlinks
view the CalAppNews on the web
at cadc.net!
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Gordon Brownell has
been doing criminal
appeals since 1984
and practices in Napa
County, where he
lives with his wife,
Kata, and their
English Springer
Spaniel, Maggie. In
the 1990s, he served
as the third CADC
President and as the
first panel attorney
appointed to the
Appellate Indigent Defense Oversight
Advisory Committee (AIDOAC). He attended public
schools in New Jersey, New York and Maine and is
a graduate of Colgate University and Fordham Law
School.

Congratulations to Carl Fabian on his win in
People v. Gutierrez, No. D069706. Relying on
Descamps v. United States (2013) 570 U.S. __ [133
S.Ct 2276], the Fourth District, Division One, found
defendant's constitutional right to a jury trial was
violated when the trial court looked beyond the
elements of his out-of-state conviction and made a
factual finding that his violation of that state's statute
constituted a violation of a comparable California
statute and, thus, a strike prior for purposes of
sentencing.

Page 4

Summer 2017

Congratulations to Julia Freis on her win in
People v. Jeffrey, No. A149067. The First District,
Division One, applied People v. Sanchez (2016) 63
Cal.4th 665, to a petition for conditional release under
Penal Code section 1026.2. The defendant had been
confined to a state hospital for 20 years after a finding
of not guilty by reason of insanity. The erroneous
admission of case-specific hearsay was prejudicial
under People v. Watson (1946) 46 Cal.2d 818, and the
trial court's denial of conditional release was reversed.
Julia Freis has been a
practicing attorney
since 1987. She spent
the first 17 years
working for the
Sonoma County
District Attorney. She
left the life of a
prosecutor in 2004
and joined FDAP,
while she represented
parents in Sonoma
County Dependency Court. In 2007, she joined CCAP
and SDAP and her practice has been exclusively
appeals since 2008. In 2016, she limited her practice
to mental health cases and opened a pie shop.
Congratulations to Janet Gray on her win in
People v. Castillo, No. F069262. The Fifth District
reversed the jury's finding that the charged attempted
murder was willful, deliberate, and premeditated. The
defendant's conduct did not reasonably indicate a
"motive" to kill, and the nature of the attempted
killing did not reasonably indicate that the manner
was so particular and exacting that the defendant
must have intentionally killed according to a
"preconceived design" to take his victim's life in a
particular way.
Janet Gray began her
appellate career after
working as a litigation
attorney in a small law
firm in Carmel. Both her
undergraduate education
in Spanish, augmented by
her stay in Mexico, as well
as her practical legal
education has contributed
to her success. When she's
not working on legal briefs,
Janet spends her time
creating various
photographic projects, training for long distance
ocean swims, and hanging out with her husband,
three adult sons, grandson and assorted dogs.
CalAppNews

Congratulations to Kyle Gee, on his win in
People v. Epps, No. F070160. The Fifth District
reversed for Brady error where the investigating
officer sat through trial while aware that another
person had confessed to the fatal shooting. The Court
of Appeal also reversed a separate attempted murder
conviction where the defense theory was that the
same officer had influenced witnesses to identify Mr.
Epps. The trial prosecutor
revealed the non-disclosure
immediately upon learning
of it, and Benjamin
Nkwonta from the Kern
County Public Defender’s
Office made a complete
record at the hearing on the
Motion for New Trial.
Kyle Gee is a former CADC
President who currently
serves as its Government
Relations Committee Chair.
Congratulations to Jerome Haig on two recent
wins. First, in People v. Lewis, No. B261042, the
Second District, Division Three, found the trial court
abused its discretion when it discharged a holdout
juror over defense objection. Although the feisty
juror refused to further discuss the law and the
evidence or even talk to the other jurors, the evidence
did not "manifestly support" a conclusion that the
juror committed misconduct.
Second, in People v. Lopez, No. B266294, the
Second District, Division Five, found the trial court
erred in imposing multiple punishment for fleeing an
officer while driving recklessly and for fleeing an
officer while driving recklessly and against traffic.
Jerome Haig
has served as a
criminal defense
attorney for the
past 29 years,
most of it as a
Deputy Public
Defender and
Alternate Public
Defender for
L.A. County and
the Federal
Public
Defender's
Office. For the
past five years, he has been in private practice,
specializing in trial work in both state and federal
court, while dabbling in appeals.
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Hats Off to CADC Superheroes continued from Page 5:
Congratulations to Maribeth Halloran on her
win in People v. Prescott, No. A135991. The First
District, Division One, vacated the sentence and
remanded to the juvenile court pursuant to People v.
Franklin (2016) 63 Cal.4th 261, in order to allow the
defendant to make a record pertaining to the
sentencing factors identified in Miller v. Alabama
(2012) __ U.S. __ [132 S.Ct. 2455] so that the Board
of Parole Hearings can better fulfill its statutory
obligations under Penal Code sections 3051 and 4801.
Maribeth Halloran began her legal career working
for the Washington D.C. Neighborhood Legal
Services Project as a consumer specialist. Once she
discovered California she practiced environmental
law in San Francisco, then took a 7 yr. break to start
a family. Coming back she briefly clerked in the First
District in the early 80’s and then started her own
practice continuing with environmental law and
taking appointed criminal appeals with the first
projects to be created in Central and Northern
California. Although through the years she enjoyed
alternative practices in environmental and family
law for various reasons, including because each
promised at least a 50/50 chance of winning, she
now exclusively does criminal appeals.
Congratulations to Valarie Kalb on her win in
People v. Ezell, No. B264581. Valarie won a rare
concession from the Attorney General that
insufficient evidence supported the five-year gang
enhancement imposed pursuant to Penal Code
section 186.22, subdivision (b). The Second District,
Division Eight, agreed and vacated the enhancement
because the alleged predicate offenses were
committed long after the charged offense.
Valarie Kalb practiced civil appellate law for four
years and was a court staff attorney for 18 years
until she turned to
panel work three years
ago. Although she
loves the independence
and creativity of panel
work, she misses the
office environment. As
a result, she recently
accepted a full-time
position as a Deputy
State Public Defender
and will begin working
at OSPD in late July.
She lives with her
husband, Dan, in
Oakland.
CalAppNews

Congratulations to Jill Kent on her win in
People v. Eppstein, No. H040606. The Sixth District
reversed the defendant's convictions of theft from a
dependent adult (Pen. Code, § 368, subd. (d)) and
grand theft because the trial court erroneously
admitted hearsay evidence in a financial spreadsheet
admitted pursuant to Evidence Code section 1521 to
prove an enhancement allegation. The error was
prejudicial under Watson because, without the
information in the spread sheet, "it would have been a
Herculean task for the jury to even try to determine
which charges were attributable to defendant."
Jill Kent spent over
a decade teaching
post-conviction
legal remedies to
students at the
California
Innocence Project
and Northern
California
Innocence Project.
She was formerly
Webmaster for
CADC and currently
serves on the board
of the Ocean Beach
Town Council.
Congratulations to Stephen Hinkle on his
published win in People v. Shiga (2016) 6 Cal.App.5th
22. The Second District, Division Seven, reversed the
judgment because the trial court was unaware of its
discretion to deny the defendant's request to
represent himself if he was a "gray-area defendant"
under Indiana v. Edwards (2008) 554 U.S. 164, and
People v. Johnson (2012) 53 Cal.4th 519 - competent
to stand trial, but suffering "from severe mental
illness to the point where he … cannot carry out the
basic tasks needed to present the defense without the
help of counsel."

Transcript Excerpt

Submitted by Alex Coolman
Occam’s Razor, AKA . . .
“But the simple answer, the simple view of the
evidence — there is even a theory regarding
that, Hawkins Frazier, which is sometimes the
simplest explanation is the explanation, all
right.”
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Congratulations to Jennifer Mannix on her
published win in People v. Williams (2017) 7
Cal.App.5th 644. The Second District, Division One,
held in a robbery case that the trial court erred in
failing to stay the sentences for false imprisonment as
multiple punishment under Penal Code section 645.
The Court of Appeal also reversed restitution orders
"for crimes with which [defendants] were not charged
or crimes of which they were acquitted."
Jennifer Mannix was a
law clerk at the First
District Appellate
Project during law
school and has
practiced appellate law
for 18 years. A dancer
in her previous life, she
now practices the
gentler art of yoga.
Currently, she lives in
Cambria with her
husband and often
avoids work by going
to the beach.
Congratulations to Steve Torres on his
published win in In re Calvin S. (2016) 5 Cal.App.5th
522. The Second District, Division Seven, reversed
and remanded for a new dispositional hearing
because the juvenile court failed to exercise its
discretion under Welfare and Institutions Code
section 730(a). The Court of Appeal held that section
730, subdivision (a), "augments the juvenile court's
flexibility in fashioning orders at disposition, rather
than restricts it." A potential contrary interpretation,
discussed in In re Debra A. (1975) 48 Cal.App.3d 327,
was rejected.
Steve Torres started his
criminal life (in law at
least) at O’Melveny &
Myers (representing
OSHA violators),
moved to working with
Robert Shapiro and
really wealthy law
breakers, and finally
started a firm with
current CADC VP
Tonja Torres. He's a
graduate of UCLA Law
School, and is on four
appellate panels. He
enjoys hunting, fishing,
and skinning, so long
as it is all virtual.
CalAppNews

Congratulations to
Jasmine Patel on her
win in People v. Pan,
No. B259666. The
Second District,
Division Seven,
reversed for
prosecutorial
misconduct during
closing argument. The
prosecutor's statements
equating reasonable
doubt with common
sense, arguing the
prosecution's burden of
proof was merely to show a reasonable theory of guilt,
and suggesting this standard was satisfied if the
defense failed its obligation to produce certain
unavailable witnesses were prejudicial misconduct.
After 8 years as a panel attorney, Jasmine Patel
recently joined the capital central staff at the
California Supreme Court. Jasmine loved being a
part of the creative and passionate CADC community
and served a term on its board of directors. For fun
she likes to cook and ride her bike. Her culinary
skills range from her pumpkin chocolate chip walnut
cookies to the frozen fish smoothies she made for lost
baby seals at the Marine Mammal Center.
Congratulation to Gene Vorobyov on his win in
United States v. Ruiz-Burandt, No. 15-50149. The
Ninth Circuit held that the district court erred when it
denied a "minor role" reduction to defendant's base
offense level under the U.S. Sentencing Guidelines,
§ 3B1.2(b), based on a determination the defendant's
participation in the criminal activity was minimal,
minor or somewhere in between. The Ninth Circuit
vacated the judgment and remanded for resentencing.
Gene Vorobyov
received his JD from
Pepperdine Law in
1998. While in law
school, he was a
judicial extern for 9th
Circuit Justice Stephen
Reinhardt. After
passing the bar, he
served as a staff
attorney for 4th
District Justice Art
McKinster. His cases
of note include United
States v. Rocha, 598 F.3d 1144 (9th Cir. 2010) and
People v. Franklin (2016) 63 Cal.4th 261. His losses,
however, are too numerous to mention.
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Hats Off to CADC Superheroes continued from Page 7:
Congratulations to Pauline Villanueva on her
published win in People v. Wismer (2017) 10
Cal.App.5th 1328. The Fourth District, Division One,
reversed the judgment for prejudicial juror
misconduct. During deliberations, when the jurors
could not decide whether defendant's reaction to a
pretext call was consistent or inconsistent with guilt,
one of the jurors "took it upon herself to conduct what
she characterized as an 'experiment' illustrating …
how a truly innocent person would respond to a
fabricated allegation."
Pauline Villanueva has been practicing law since
2009, first as a private criminal defense trial
attorney, then as a
public defender, and
now as an appellate
defender in the Fourth
District. Given that line
of work, she balances
out the stress as much
as possible by
practicing and
teaching yoga,
drinking craft beer,
reading lots of fiction,
and bribing her cats
for affection. She is an
alumni of University of
Santa Clara School of
Law and currently
lives in San Diego.
Congratulations to Michael Satris for an
unprecedented spate of victories in the past year,
including published wins in In re Perez (2016) 7
Cal.App.5th 65 [Board (twice) arbitrarily denied parole
to youthful offender by holding his claim of innocence
against him and failing to give great weight to the
attributes of his youth that showed his parole
suitability]; In re Cook (2017) 7 Cal.App.5th 395, rev.
granted April 12, 2017 in S240153 [trial court directed
to permit youthful offender to make a record of
mitigation evidence tied to his youth so that parole
board may consider it when he is eligible for parole as
a youthful offender], state petition for review granted;
In re Lambirth (2016) 5 Cal.App.5th 915 [prison
directed to process administrative appeal of visiting
restriction that petitioner submitted to authorities by
the deadline, but appeals’ office rejected as untimely
because it received the appeal one day late]; and
People v. Cook (2017) 8 Cal.App.5th 309 [prior strike
conviction for assault to commit rape not necessarily
“a sexually violent offense” that disqualifies a prisoner
CalAppNews

Do you want a paper copy?
If you want to change the way you receive
CalAppNews, please email us and give us
the physical or email address where you
would like to receive future issues:
rcovin13@gmail.com.
from resentencing under the Three Strikes Reform
Act].) His unpublished wins in this time include In re
Laponte (July 29, 2016, No. B267768) 2016 Cal. App.
Unpub. LEXIS 5633 [habeas relief directing parole
board to set a so-called “Butler” term for petitioner];
People v. Eichler (Jan. 11, 2017, No. C076439) 2017
Cal. App. Unpub. LEXIS 163.) [reversal for abuse of
discretion in denial of resentencing under the Three
Strikes Reform Act based on finding of unreasonable
danger]; In re Gaylord (March 29, 2017, No.
Co79050) 2017 Cal. App. Unpub. LEXIS 2196
[Governor arbitrarily reversed parole grant, entitling
petitioner to its reinstatement]; and In re Coleman
(July 10, 2017, No. A147921) 2017 Cal. App. Unpub.
LEXIS 4768 [Board arbitrarily denied parole without
any supporting evidence, entitling petitioner to new
parole hearing].)
Superhero, yes, supernatural, no: Michael lost his
biggest case of the year in a heartbreaking 4-3
decision in the Supreme Court in People v. Valencia
(July 3, 2017, Nos. S223825, S223676)
___Cal.4th___ [2017 Cal. LEXIS 4893] [Proposition
47’s definition of its dangerousness phrase does not
apply to Proposition 36’s use of that phrase].) Petition
for rehearing pending!
Michael Satris is a
charter member of
CADC who has
dedicated his career to
vindicating the liberty
interests of California
prisoners, starting with
co-founding the Prison
Law Office straight
outta Davis with a
fellow 1975 graduate of
Martin Luther King
School of Law, and
continuing to the
present with the establishment of his own private
practice in 1984. Note: The declaration of directappeal counsel from which the Court in Perez quoted
in support of its decision was from Michael’s longago mentee, CADC past president Randi Covin.
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Congratulations to Kevin Sheehy on his
published win in People v. Scott (2017) 10
Cal.App.5th 524. The Second District, Division One,
found the test articulated in Waller v. Georgia (1984)
467 U.S. 39, was not satisfied, violating defendant's
constitutional right to a public trial. The trial court
unconstitutionally excluded the defendant's family
members from the courtroom during the testimony of
three minor witnesses. The Court of Appeal reversed
the judgment on those counts as to which witnesses
testified while his family was excluded.

Send Us Your Wins!
rcovin13@gmail.com

Heather Shallenberger
has been a panel
attorney for the past 6
years, and takes cases
from FDAP, CAP-LA
and SDAP. She
currently serves on the
CADC Board as a
Region 1 Director.
Her passions include
cooking and reading
cook books, watching
action/sci-fi films, and
taking walks on the
beach.

Congratulations to Lizabeth Weis on her win in
People v. Evans, No. E064243. Citing the rule
established in People v.
Estrada (1965) 63
Cal.2d 740, the Fourth
District, Division
Three, found that
Proposition 47 applies
retroactively to Penal
Code section 667.5(b)
enhancements in
judgments that have
not yet become final.
Review was granted on
February 22, 2017,
behind People v.
Valenzuela, No.
S232900.

Team CADC: 5K in L.A.
CADC Vice-President
Tonja Torres has
registered “Team
CADC” to participate in
the Homeboy Industries
5K on Saturday,
September 23, 2017, in
the Chinatown area of
Downtown Los Angeles.
If you'd like to join the
team, here is the link for
more info:
https://homeboy5k.rallybound.com/.
You can also e-mail Tonja at tonjatorres@gmail.com.

CADC Thanks Its Sustaining Members!
Kristine Adams
Michael Bacall
Diane Berley
Ron Boyer
Philip Brooks
Gordon Brownell
Suzanne Evans
Pat Ford
Kyle Gee
Mark Hart
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Jeralyn Keller
Leonard Klaif
James Koester
Mark Lenenberg
Jonathan Milberg
Christopher Nalls
Robert Navarro
Walter Pyle
Brent Riggs
Steven Schorr
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Patricia Scott
Clayton Seaman
Alan Siraco
Monica Stoner
Conness Thompson
Meredith Watts
Eric Weaver
Laurie Wilmore
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Luckily I Didn't Learn Trumpet

another violinist. During a break one day, I sat on a
hay bale and played the one Irish tune I knew, and
was amazed to find that people gave me quarters.

by Jon Berger

I learned a second Irish tune for the next weekend
and played it too, and people gave me even more
quarters. I continued learning new tunes and earning
quarters for the next twelve years at the Renaissance
Fairs (there used to be two of them, the Novato one
and one near Thousand Oaks) and the Dickens
Christmas Fair in San Francisco.
I started playing the violin in fourth grade. I
actually wanted to play trumpet because, at the time,
it was widely understood that trumpets were for boys
and violins were for girls. However, my dad preferred
the violin because the school district owned string
instruments that students could borrow for free, but
brass instruments had to be rented from music stores.
My dad knew a bargain when he saw one. It may also
have been related to the fact that a kid practicing
violin in the house is considerably less annoying than
a kid practicing trumpet.

I got involved with folk music after I moved to
California in 1973 and started working at the
Renaissance Faire in Novato. My first job there
involved playing Elizabethan tunes in a duo with
CalAppNews

What do YOU do
when you’re not writing briefs?
CalAppNews wants to know!
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I eventually formed a band, Cyderman’s Fancy,
which performed English folk music both at the fairs
and at some real-world venues. As a student at U.C.
Santa Cruz from 1976 to 1978, I studied violin with
Heiichiro Ohyama, currently the conductor of the
Santa Barbara Chamber Orchestra.

Both Greenhouse and Persons of Quality have
recently released new CDs. Contact me if you’d like to
buy either or both: jberger@sbcglobal.net.

In 1987, I started playing for a local folk dance
troupe called Berkeley Morris, where I met my wife
Kalia Kliban. I am grateful to my dad for insisting on
the violin back in fourth grade, because trumpets are
completely inappropriate for that style of dance, so I
never would have met Kalia if I’d taken up the
trumpet. Nevertheless, I currently own a trumpet and
I’m learning to play it.
In 1993, I acquired a solid-body electric violin and
a very large amplifier and joined Tempest, a Celtic
rock band. Three years of non-stop touring
persuaded me that I needed to do something with my
life that was easier than being a professional
musician, so I left the band, started law school, and
didn’t touch a musical instrument for three years.
After graduation I worked in a number of areas,
including in-house counsel at a software company,
plaintiff-side disability law, and eviction defense,
before stumbling on criminal appeals by way of,
weirdly enough, an ad on Craigslist. I’ve been a panel
attorney with FDAP, SDAP, and CCAP for twelve
years now.
I currently play in several bands: Greenhouse, a
Celtic fusion group that plays and sings Irish, Scottish
and English music, with the occasional Bob Dylan
song thrown in for variety; the Stringrays, an
American-roots-based rock band; and Persons of
Quality, a trio that plays and records music for
English country dancing. That’s the dance style
featured in all those TV and movie adaptations of
Jane Austen novels. It’s still quite popular today.
I will be playing with the Stingrays at the Twin
Oaks Roadhouse in Penngrove on August 19, 2017,
starting at 8pm.
CalAppNews
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California Appellate Defense Counsel
4470 West Sunset Blvd.
PMB 708
Los Angeles, CA 90027

The mission of CADC is to improve the professional lives of appointed
appellate and post-conviction counsel and to promote the fair
administration of appellate justice.

Not a CADC Member? Join Us!
Join or renew your membership online at cadc.net, or fill out and mail this form.

Name

□
□
□
□
□

State Bar No.
Address

First-time member: $95
Regular member:
$180
Sustaining member: $455
Retired member:
$35
Lobbying Fund
Contribution:
$

Telephone

60% of all CADC dues goes to support lobbying
and is not tax-deductible.

Email

Make check payable to CADC.

Criminal _____

Dependency ______

Return form and payment to:
CADC
4470 W. Sunset Blvd., PMB 708
Los Angeles, CA 90027

CADC membership is not open to those affiliated with prosecutorial or law enforcement agencies.

